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fend himself. Robespierre declined the combat, but prepared for revenge on the daring Englishman. His design was to have him secretly assassinated, or to denounce him in the next meeting of the Jacobin Club, where his influence was irresistible, and have him immediately conducted to the guillotine. Informed of this by a friend, who had in some way penetrated the intention of the French demagogue and convinced that flight alone could save him, Cooper instantly left Paris, and had the good fortune to escape the meditated vengeance.
On his return to England, he found the public mind greatly agitated, and everything in a very perturbed condition, by the actual existence and outrages of mobs in various parts of the kingdom, and the suspicion and reports of plots, insurrections, and concerted rebellion. Nor was this all. He, himself, became suspected to be a leader among the malcontents, the dwelling of his friend Priestley had been assailed by a mob, and all his furniture and fine library burnt; in consequence of which, and the dread perhaps of further violence, the doctor himself was preparing to migrate, or had migrated to the United States.
Influenced by these and probably other considerations, Cooper determined to exile himself from his native country, whose inhabitants, and himself, as one of them, he held to be deeply wronged and oppressed, by a corrupt and tyrannical government, and try his fortune in a foreign land. Under these impressions with regard to political control, and with "liberty and equality" as his battle motto, he selected the United States for his field of future action, and Philadelphia, then our largest and in all respects our chief city, for his place of residence. And from an improvidence as to means, which made a part of his nature, he was low in funds.
Philadelphia was then the seat of the National Government. Congress was in session when Cooper arrived, and Washington, Hamilton, Jefferson, Jay, Madison, Els-
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